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SHAVUOS 1980
Why green things in Shul on Shavuos? We must integrate the physical and
spiritual. Judaism doesn't divorce us from life. Some people say we must
divorce ourselves from the world. This was the Essenes big error. When
we were in Israel we saw Qumram. It's true that some commentators say that
the reason green in Synagogue because Mount Sinai green at time of the giving
of Torah. Others because we remember bulrushes, Moshe's Cradle was made of
when he put in the Nile. However, main reason to my mind because we must
integrate the physical and spiritual. That's why also Shavuos is Chag
Habikureem, the holiday of the first fruits. Material things and spiritual
things must go together if we are to lead the good life. 1In the diaspora
Jews many times stressed the spiritual. Even today many try to say that
Judaism should only touch spiritual life. This won't work. 1In Israel there
was a big drive to only stress material aspects of Judaism. This, too,
won't work. Judaism must be viable in real workaday world. It can't be
transformed into a elitist movement of only professors, lawyers, accountants,
doctors, etc. On the other hand, its achievement cannot be only delineated
by gardens, buildings, etc. A leader in Israel told me that the very
best youth are the Bnai Akiva Youth because they combine the spirit and body.
They've combined the material and physical. Yeshivas without a material base
can't last. And prosperity without spiritual values can't last. The Ten
Commandments must be accompanied with the first fruits. Israel is the only
place in the world now where Judaism can combine these two elements without
being subjected to pressures which will her.
Story about guide who told us that a certain place was 2009 years old.
Asked him, how come so exact? Well, when I came to work here they said it
was 2000 years old. I've been working 9 years.
Judaism history proves only can survive when material and spiritual are

combined.




